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ITEM 6 PUBLIC EXHIBITION - CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE 
  
On Tuesday 26 May 2026 the upper house of the NSW Parliament passed a disallowance motion 
relating to the regulations to bring into effect the 2025 Model Code of Meeting Practice for Local Councils 
in NSW (Model Code). Following this vote the 2025 Model Code immediately ceased to have effect, and 
the 2021 Model Code became the effective model code. 
Provisions of Council’s current Code of Meeting Practice (CoMP) that are consistent with the intentions 
of the 2021 Model Code remain valid; however, any provisions that are inconsistent with the 2021 Model 
Code cannot be applied. To provide clarity to the Council and the public an updated Code of Meeting 
Practice has been prepared that is consistent with the 2021 Model Code. 

RECOMMENDATION 
1 Council endorse in principle the updated Code of Meeting Practice. 
2 Council place the updated Code of Meeting Practice on public exhibition for a period of not less than 

42 days, inviting submissions from the public, after which time the policy shall be reported back to 
Council for adoption with a summary of submissions received. 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 
Report of: Todd Hopwood, Manager Customer + Business Integrity  
Authorised by: Renee Campbell, Director Corporate Services  

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Updated Code of Meeting Practice - June 2026 
  
ACRONYMS USED IN REPORT 

Abbreviation Meaning 

Act Local Government Act 1993 

CoMP Code of Meeting Practice 

CSP Community Strategic Plan 

Model Meeting Code Model Code of Meeting Practice for Local Councils in NSW 

BACKGROUND 
Councils must adopt a code of meeting practice that incorporates the mandatory provisions of the Model 
Meeting Code. Council’s adopted meeting code must not contain provisions that are inconsistent with the 
mandatory provisions. Council’s adopted meeting code may also incorporate the non-mandatory 
provisions of the Model Meeting Code and any other supplementary provisions adopted by the council. 
A disallowance motion passed by the NSW Legislative Council in May 2026 has repealed the Local 
Government (General) Amendment (Model Code of Meeting Practice) Regulation 2025, which had 
introduced a revised Model Code of Meeting Practice for councils. The 2025 Code, implemented from 
January 2026, introduced significant governance changes including mandatory livestreaming and 
recording of meetings, restrictions on councillor participation via audio‑visual link, and limitations on 
briefing practices. The disallowance, supported by cross‑bench and opposition members, followed 
sustained sector concern regarding the practical and unintended impacts of some of these provisions on 
councillor participation, diversity and effective decision‑making, particularly in regional areas.  

As a consequence of the disallowance, the 2025 Model Code ceased to have effect and the previously 
prescribed 2021 Model Code has automatically resumed as the applicable standard under the Local 
Government Act 1993. This has created a need for council to review its adopted CoMP to align with the 
2021 requirements. 
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PROPOSAL 
A thorough review of both the 2021 Model Code and Council’s existing Code of Meeting Practice has 
been undertaken. An updated draft Code of Meeting Practice is included as Attachment 1 that 
incorporates the mandatory provisions of the 2021 Model Code of Meeting Practice.   
To arrive at the updated draft version, staff have used the Council CoMP that was adopted on 15 
September 2025 as a base, as this version was fully consistent with the 2021 Model Code. That version 
of the CoMP was replaced on 15 December 2025 by a version consistent with the now repealed 2025 
Model Code. 
The updated CoMP presented to Council for consideration has used the 15 September 2025 version as 
a base and added in a number of clauses from Council’s current CoMP that would still be permissible 
under the 2021 Model Code. 
A summary is provided below of significant changes from the 15 September 2025 version of the Code 
that are proposed in the Draft Code of Meeting Practice attached to this report. The attached version 
also shows all changes from the 15 September 2025 version of the CoMP in track changes mode. 

Clause 
reference Clause Topic Commentary Proposal 

Policy 
Landing 
Page 

Linkages to Council’s CSP All Council policies contain a 
section outlining linkages to 
any relevant goals or 
objectives or goals from 
Council’s Community Strategic 
Plan (CSP). The September 
2025 version did not contain 
these linkages. 

Add a clause linking CoMP to 
Strategy from the CSP. 

cl3.22 Clause relating to agenda for 
closed meetings 

The prior version listed out in 
full the 10 reasons that a 
matter can be considered in 
closed session. This was a 
reproduction of the 
requirements of the Local 
Government Act 1993.  
Removing the detail and just 
referencing the relevant 
section of the Act allows the 
code to remain accurate if the 
legislation changes at any 
point in the future. 

Amend clause 3.22(b) so that it 
links to the relevant clause in the 
Act. 

cl3.38 Clauses relating to Councillor 
workshops 

The 2025 Model Code 
introduced a mandatory 
provision prohibiting Councillor 
briefings on items already 
published to an agenda of a 
Council meeting. Council has 
adjusted its approach to only 
conduct workshops, strategic 
and discussion forums, 
induction sessions, and 
professional development 
activities for Councillors on 
items not on an agenda.  
Council intends to maintain 
this approach, so will retain 
relevant clause from the 
current CoMP. 
 

Retain clause from the current 
CoMP in relation to workshops, 
strategic and discussion forums, 
induction sessions, and 
professional development 
activities for Councillors. 
Delete prior clauses on briefing 
sessions. 
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Clause 
reference Clause Topic Commentary Proposal 

cl3.39 – 
3.40 

Clauses relating to councillor 
requests for information from 
the general manager about a 
matter to be considered at a 
meeting 

The 2025 Model Code 
introduced a mandatory 
provision allowing a councillor 
to request information from the 
general manager about a 
matter to be considered at a 
meeting, provided the 
information is also available to 
the public. 

Council intends to maintain 
this approach, so appropriate 
clauses have been drafted to 
continue this practice. 

Addition of two clauses requiring 
information that is provided to 
Councillors in response to 
questions about business paper 
items, to be made public if 
information is not already publicly 
available. 

cl5.40 Clauses relating to 
livestreaming meetings 

The 2025 Model Code 
mandated that councils 
livestream council meetings to 
their website, whereas the 
2021 Model Code allowed 
recording and publishing at a 
later time. Council livestreams 
its meetings, so clause worded 
to reflect that. 

Amend clause 5.40 to reflect that 
Council livestreams meetings. 

cl8.2 Clause relating to order of 
business at Council meetings 

With the Public Forum moving 
back into the Council meeting 
itself, slight adjustments to the 
order of business to allow the 
Public Forum to be held as 
early in the meeting as 
possible, following required 
formalities and declarations of 
conflict of interest. Holding 
Public Forums during Council 
meetings ensures all 
councillors are in attendance 
and demonstrates the 
importance of the public voice 
consistent with CoMP 
requirements. 

Amend clause 8.2 to provide an 
updated order of business for 
Council meetings.   

cl11.12 Clause relating to reports on 
planning matters. 

The 2025 Model Code 
introduced a mandatory clause 
stating that Council cannot 
make a final planning decision 
without receiving a staff report 
containing an assessment and 
recommendation in relation to 
the matter. The effect of this 
clause is to prevent planning 
matters being dealt with by a 
Lord Mayoral Minute or Notice 
of Motion. Council provides 
reports for all planning matters 
so intends to maintain this 
provision 

Add clause requiring a staff report 
containing an assessment and 
recommendation to be provided in 
relation to all planning matters. 
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Clause 
reference Clause Topic Commentary Proposal 

cl14.19 Clause relating to expulsion 
from meetings closed to the 
public 

The 2025 Model Code added a 
notation stating that failure to 
comply with a direction to 
leave a meeting is an offence 
under section 660 of the Act 
carrying a maximum penalty of 
20 penalty units. This note 
provides additional clarity and 
is recommended to be 
retained. 

Addition of a note to the clause 
advising of penalties under the 
Act for non-compliance. 

cl14.25 – 
14.26 

Clauses relating to release of 
confidential business papers 

The 2025 model code provided 
mandatory provisions requiring 
the General Manager to 
implement a process to 
release confidential reports at 
a future point once the 
information ceases to be 
confidential. This process adds 
to transparency, and it is 
recommended to retain the 
relevant clauses. 

Add clauses requiring the release 
of confidential reports once the 
information ceases to be 
confidential. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 
In accordance with s361 of the Local Government Act 1993 Council must give public notice of the draft 
code after it is prepared and exhibit it publicly for a period not less than 28 days. The public notice must 
also specify a period of not less than 42 days after the date on which the draft code is placed on public 
exhibition during which submissions may be made to the Council. A further report will be made to 
Council at the end of the public exhibition and submission period. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 
This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong Our Future 2035 Goal 4 ‘We have a healthy, 
respectful, and inclusive community’. It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan 2035 Delivery Program 2025-2029 

Strategy Service 

4.14 Council demonstrates responsible leadership that is 
customer focused, demonstrates respect and inclusion and 
uses resources that are managed effectively to ensure 
long-term sustainability. 

Governance and Administration 

RISK MANAGEMENT 
Council’s existing Code of Meeting Practice remains in force despite the disallowance of the 2025 Model 
Code; however, any provisions that are inconsistent with the 2021 Model Code are invalid. Such a 
situation presents significant risks relating to lack of clarity of the relevant provisions that relate to the 
administration of Council meetings. To negate that risk, the presentation of an updated Code of Meeting 
Practice with all required changes in place will provide clarity to the Council and the public. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 

CONCLUSION 
Adoption of an updated Code of Meeting Practice that is consistent with the provisions of the 2021 Model 
Meeting Code will ensure that Council Meetings are conducted in accordance with Legislative 
requirements.  
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